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PURPOSE 
 
This bulletin is to provide information to counties regarding the Department’s Finance 
Letter for the Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment (SAPT) Block Grant award 
increase.  This proposal was submitted to the Department of Finance (DOF) in the 
month of March and DOF has released the proposal to the Legislature for review.  As of 
April 27, 2000 the Senate Subcommittee has taken action and approved the proposal 
as submitted.  The Assembly Subcommittee is not scheduled to review any Finance 
Letter proposals until May 10, 2000, so no action has been taken at this time. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The federal fiscal year (FFY) 2000 SAPT Block Grant award for California is $223.3 million. 
This reflects an increase of $6.3 million over the FFY 1999 award of $217.0 million.  The 
approved Finance Letter augments the Department’s State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2000/01 Federal 
Trust Fund budget authority by $6.6 million of which $4.5 million is one-time from the 
FFY 2000 award and $2.1 million is ongoing from the FFY 2001 award.  
 
From the FFY 2000 award increase of $6.3 million, the departmental plan includes $4.5 million 
in one-time funds to be allocated to the counties.  Based on the total amount of the award 
increase, $1.3 million is to meet the required 20% prevention set-aside amount ($6.3 million x 
20%), $.3 million is to meet the required 5% HIV set aside amount ($6.3 million x 5%), and  
$2.9 million is discretionary funding.  Due to the lateness of the SAPT Block Grant award 
increase notification, the Department was not able to allocate the funding to the counties in the 
normal process, i.e., 75% of the one-time funding in the SFY 1999/00.  Therefore, these funds 
are considered as one-time in the SFY 2000/01.  
 
From the FFY 2001 award increase, the departmental plan includes $2.1 million in ongoing 
funds.  Based on the above methodology, $1.3 million is to meet the required 20% prevention 
set-aside amount and $.3 million is to meet the required HIV set-aside amount. The  
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departmental plan also includes $500,000 from the FFY 2000 award increase on an ongoing 
basis for an interagency agreement with the Department of Mental Health for continuation of 
the Dual Diagnosis pilot project.  In addition, the departmental plan includes increased support 
costs from the FFY 2001 award of $.5 million for the full year cost of employee salary 
increases.    
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QUESTIONS/MAINTENANCE 
 
Please direct questions concerning the finance letter for the SAPT Block Grant award 
increase to Ms. Sheryl Ward, Manager of the Fiscal and Administrative Services 
Branch, at (916) 322-2298.  Please request additional copies of this document from the 
Resource Center at (800) 879-2772. 
 
EXHIBITS 
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